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FOOD & DRINK
Discover a wealth of hidden culinary 

delights and epicurean experiences on 
the Great West Way

Words: Karyn Noble

GOURMET GUIDE

Sure, you could travel the Great West Way 
from London to Bristol in an afternoon, but 
epicureans know the reward is in the discovery, 
and we’ve got 500 miles of delicious detours 

for you! Linger as long as you can, because this stretch 
of English countryside needs to be savoured, and slow 
travel is the best way to experience it. 

This slice of quintessential England is home to 
some of the country’s best agricultural land, and with 
that comes excellent local produce, from fresh fruits 
and vegetables to fine wines. Farms rear animals and 
nurture crops, breweries experiment with craft beers, 
and kitchen gardens cultivate seasonal veggies. While 
pubs, hotels and restaurants select the best of it all 
for their menus, and family-run tea rooms whip up 
fresh cakes daily. All of this adds up to one very tasty 
journey along the Great West Way. 

From thatched pubs to beamed tearooms, farm 
shops to Michelin starred restaurants, and food tours 
to cookery schools – we hope you enjoy our pick of the 
best places to visit along the route from east to west. 

Starting the route from London and heading 
towards Windsor, thoughts may immediately turn to 
stately matters. Apart from admiring Windsor Castle, 
it’s only proper to take an elegant afternoon tea here. 

Push the boat out (or watch the Windsor Duck Tours 
and French Brothers boat cruises) from the terrace 
overlooking the Thames River at Sir Christopher Wren 
Hotel & Spa, with warm scones, jam and Cornish 
clotted cream. Or you could nibble your Highland oak 
smoked salmon and cream cheese finger sandwiches by 
the roaring fire in their Drawing Room.

For hearty pub food, The Bird in Hand at Knowl Hill 
beckons. Renowned for its 28-day dry-aged-on-the-
bone steaks, this is the kind of place that reverentially 
namechecks all its local suppliers; the Great British 
Sunday Roast is definitely worth booking. If you fancy 
climbing the gastronomic echelons, Bray-on-Thames 
is a must - truly the most exciting ‘foodie’ village to 
visit in the UK, home to The Fat Duck (yes, of Heston 
Blumenthal fame) The Waterside Inn, and other 
Michelin starred gems you will want to add to your 
special-night-out list. (see page 48).

Cap it off with a reservation at Monkey Island 
Estate, a luxury hotel on a private island in Bray, 
perhaps with a nightcap in the Whisky Snug accessed 
via a secret staircase. 

In the counties of Buckinghamshire and North 
Hampshire, head for The Five Arrows restaurant, 
located at the gates of the grand Waddesdon Manor → 

Pictured:
Making a toast 
at The Newbury, 
Berkshire over 
cocktails and 
homemade pizzas. 

https://www.greatwestway.co.uk/
https://sirchristopherwren.co.uk/
https://sirchristopherwren.co.uk/
https://www.greatwestway.co.uk/stay/bird-in-hand-at-knowl-hill-p3417411
https://thefatduck.co.uk/
https://www.waterside-inn.co.uk/
https://www.monkeyislandestate.co.uk/
https://www.monkeyislandestate.co.uk/
https://fivearrowshotel.co.uk/
https://waddesdon.org.uk/
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Renowned for its apples 
and magnificent dairy produce, 
Somerset is where you simply 
must eat cheese in the village of 
Cheddar, either before or after 
(or both!) exploring the famous 
Cheddar Gorge & Caves. The city 
of Bath will easily enchant with 
its Roman and Georgian charms, 
but set aside plenty of time for 
gastronomic exploration too. 
One of the youngest chefs to 
win a Michelin star, Rob Clayton 
of Clayton’s Kitchen, prepares 
delicate Mediterranean-influenced 
dishes, with some good-value 
set menus. You can also dine in 
style in the neo-classical salon of 
the Roman Baths’ Pump Room 
Restaurant or in the opulent 
surrounds of The Gainsborough 
Bath Spa, the only hotel in the 
country where you can experience 
Bath’s thermal waters.

Pack an extra stomach for 
Bristol: the city has had quite the 
renaissance in the food world, 
with its many multicultural 
influences, and an especially 
thriving street food scene. Pick up 
a coffee at Prince Street Social or 
head to Bristol Lido, where you 
could really kickstart your day 
with breakfast at the poolside 
restaurant, enjoying hot smoked 
salmon and soft-boiled eggs, 
served with a Mimosa of Prosecco 
and Chase marmalade vodka (best 
not to swim afterwards!). 

If you need a relaxing 
afternoon tea, you can glide down 
the River Avon on Bristol Packet 
Boat Tours’ two-hour Cream Tea 
Cruise. But to ensure your trip 
is truly ship-shape and Bristol 
fashion, try to time your visit for a 
Wednesday, Thursday or weekend, 
when the Harbourside Street 
Food Market is in full swing. →

in Aylesbury for a taste of beef from the estate, its 
very own ale, and seasonal vegetables from the 
kitchen garden. If you’re still in the mood for luxury, 
then the Grade-II listed Langley Hotel in Iver is the 
place to retire to its Churchill bar for cosy Cognacs. 

Gin fans will want to deviate to the Bombay 
Sapphire Distillery in Whitchurch, where there has 
been a mill since AD903. Here you can drink the likes 
of Vespear Martinis alongside the River Test, or take a 
masterclass to expand your cocktail repertoire. Finish 
up with a Hampshire Charcuterie and Cheese platter 
at the Mill Café for a tasty introduction to local 
produce.

Next county stop along the route is Wiltshire. If 
your ambition is to eat ham in the village of Ham, 
then consider it done. Perhaps pressed ham hock 
and pigeon terrine at the stylishly refurbished Crown 
& Anchor pub with rooms, a traditional inn dating 
back to the 1840s. Or a Michelin-starred version of 
ham, egg and chips from the Red Lion Freehouse (a 
thatched country pub with a boutique guest house) 
in Pewsey. Extend yourself to ham in Chippenham, 
with a sandwich from the tea room at Dyrham Park 
before strolling 270-acre ancient parkland around the 
baroque beauty of its mansion house at the western 
edge of the Cotswolds. Don’t miss picking up some 
of ‘the Wiltshire cure’ at Buttle Farm in Compton 
Bassett: a traditional technique for curing their free-
range rare-breed pork and ham.

Farm shops are not only a highlight of the Great 
West Way, but your source of excellent edible 
souvenirs. At Roves Farm in Sevenhampton, you 
can indulge in farm-raised fare at the Woolly Sheep 
Café and also take home free-range eggs, sausages, 
pies and other treats. True gourmands should head 
straight to the butchery for the highest quality home-
reared meats.

DID YOU KNOW? IN THEIR 
HEYDAY, MORE THAN 40 SHIRES 

WERE USED BY WADWORTH 
BREWERY TO DELIVER THEIR 
ALREADY FAMOUS BEERS TO 

LOCAL INNS AND HOSTELRIES? 
A TRADITION AT WADWORTH 
– AND THEIR GENTLE GIANTS 
ARE AS MUCH A PART OF THE 

WADWORTH HERITAGE AS THE 
CLOSELY GUARDED REAL ALE 

RECIPES! 

VISIT SAFELY

Protect yourself and others
Businesses have been working 

hard to make sure everything is 
safe for both staff and visitors. 

Things may look slightly different, 
so please be patient as we all get 
used to new ways of doing things. 

Websites and businesses will 
be displaying new certification, 

including the Nationally-
recognised "We're Good to 

Go" mark to demonstrate the 
measures they have in place to 
protect us all from COVID-19.

Pictured left-right:
The Red Lion 
Freehouse, 
Pewsey; The 
Carpenters 
Arms, Windsor; 
Wadworth 
Brewery Shires. 

https://www.greatwestway.co.uk/
https://www.greatwestway.co.uk/
https://www.cheddargorge.co.uk/
https://www.claytonskitchen.com/
https://www.romanbaths.co.uk/pump-room-restaurant
https://www.romanbaths.co.uk/pump-room-restaurant
https://www.thegainsboroughbathspa.co.uk/pages/dining.html
https://www.thegainsboroughbathspa.co.uk/pages/dining.html
https://www.princestreetsocial.com/foodanddrink/
https://www.lidobristol.com/
https://bristolpacket.co.uk/
https://bristolpacket.co.uk/
https://www.theharboursidemarket.co.uk/
https://www.theharboursidemarket.co.uk/
https://www.bombaysapphire.com/distillery/
https://www.bombaysapphire.com/distillery/
https://www.bombaysapphire.com/distillery/plan-your-visit/laverstoke-mill-cafe/
https://www.crownandanchorham.co.uk/
https://www.crownandanchorham.co.uk/
https://www.redlionfreehouse.com/
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/dyrham-park
https://onbuttlefarm.co.uk/
https://rovesfarm.co.uk/
https://www.wadworth.co.uk/
https://www.greatwestway.co.uk/plan-your-way/were-good-to-go
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MAY
• BRADFORD ON AVON 
FOOD FESTIVAL 
One-day event featuring food stalls 
from local artisan producers, cookery 
demonstrations by professional 
chefs and a children’s activity area. 
JUNE
• BRISTOL FOOD 
CONNECTIONS 
A citywide line-up of events over 
almost two weeks, including talks 
on food and health, lunchtime boat 
trips and cooking demonstrations. 
• EAT! FOOD FESTIVAL 
HENLEY 
A fortnight of feasting, with a line-up 
of events that includes tastings, chef 
demonstrations, film screenings and 
the finale Riverside Fiesta with street 
food and a floating gin bar. 
• PUB IN THE PARK
Celebrity chef Tom Kerridge 
combines tastings, chef 
demonstrations, masterclasses 
and music from top live acts in his 
‘ultimate pub garden’ over three 
lively days.

• EAT READING 
Two-day festival showcasing 
Reading’s best foodie businesses, 
featuring live cookery 
demonstrations, street food tastings, 
cocktail mixology and a pop-up 
street café. 
• GREAT BRITISH FOOD 
FESTIVAL
June (Englefield, Reading) and 
August (Westonbirt House)
This touring festival brings artisan 
producers and street food vendors 
together over two or three days and 
includes plenty of child-friendly 
activities. 
• TASTE OF CORSHAM
Full-day celebration of Corsham’s 
local food producers, with food and 
drink stalls lining the High Street, live 
music and a silent disco. 
JULY
• THE SURREY FOOD 
FESTIVAL 
A weekend of foodie fun, with talks, 
tastings and demos in the marquee 
and an extensive line-up of food and 
drink stalls, plus live music and a 
kids’ zone. 
• DEVIZES BEER FESTIVAL 
One-day beer festival with more 
than 100 real ales and ciders served 
up canalside. Live music too.

• LONGLEAT FOOD & MUSIC 
FESTIVAL 
A harmonious festival sure to 
tantalise your taste buds with diverse 
food and drink stalls, demonstrations 
by celebrity chefs and live music from 
an array of artists taking to the stage.
SEPTEMBER
• THE COFFEE HOUSE 
PROJECT 
Bristol’s first coffee festival 
celebrates local, artisan roasters and 
independent food and drink retailers 
over two days. 
• DEVIZES FOOD AND DRINK 
FESTIVAL 
Week-long celebration of local food 
and drink products, including a 
food market and visits to producers 
including a goat farm and vineyard. 
OCTOBER
• HUNGERFORD FOOD 
FESTIVAL
Full-day event featuring street food 
stalls, talks and live cooking demos. 
Sustainability is a key theme.

There are also hundreds of smaller 
events, alongside weekly produce 
and street food markets in market 
towns throughout the touring route. 
You might even stumble upon 
Chippenham’s Pancake Races!  

AFTERNOON TEA
A cream tea is a must on your journey 

and there are many options for partaking 
in this beloved English ritual as you travel 

the route. Tables piled high with cake 
stands, tea pots and pretty china cups. 

Scones smothered in thick, sweet cream. 
Dainty sandwiches layered with smoked 

salmon, or Wiltshire ham, or West 
Country cheese. Fresh homemade cakes 

and pastries. Copious refills of herbal teas 
or classic English Breakfast. Traditionally, 

the jam is strawberry but choose from 
raspberry or even blackcurrant! 

Some of the best cream teas along the 
way are at The Royal Crescent Hotel & 

Spa, Honeystreet Mill Café, The Tutti Pole, 
Whatley Manor, Woolley Grange Hotel 
and the traditional Bridge Tea Rooms. 
Experience an authentic afternoon tea 

whilst enjoying views over the landscaped 
gardens and lakes from the Drawing Room 
at The Langley or surrounded by glorious 

Cotswold gardens on the terrace at 
Whatley Manor. Enjoy a quintessentially 
English afternoon tea at Bowood House 

or delve into the decadence of yesteryear 
at boutique hotel Roseate House - or 

head to the grand Pump Room to feel like 
Jane Austen and take your tea where high 
society has been meeting since the 18th 
century. Whether you’re spending weeks 
exploring the length of the Great West 

Way, or you’re here for a day trip, there’s 
always time for afternoon tea.

 greatwestway.co.uk/see-and-do/food-
and-drink/afternoon-tea

The Great West Way roams between London and 

Bristol, passing through some of England’s most 

idyllic countryside and weaving a pathway from 

ancient market town to quaint village, thatched pub 

to beamed tearoom.

This slice of quintessential England is home to some of the country’s best 

agricultural land, and with that comes excellent local produce, from fresh 

fruits and vegetables to fine wines. Farms rear animals and nurture crops, 

breweries experiment with craft beers, and kitchen gardens cultivate seasonal 

veggies. While pubs and restaurants select the best of it all for their menus, 

and family-run tea rooms whip up fresh cakes daily. 

All of this adds up to one very tasty journey along the Great West Way. From 

farm shops, international cuisine,  Michelin starred restaurants, tours, tastings,  

cookery schools and more take a look at our pick of the best places to visit.    

START HERE.

Great places to savour along the 

Great West Way.

FOOD & 
DRINK

Great West Way and England’s Great West Way are registered trade marks. All rights reserved.

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH:

DEVIZES FOOD AND DRINK FESTIVAL (D4) 

Devizes, September-October 

devizesfoodanddrinkfestival.info 

Week-long celebration of local food and drink 

products, including a food market in the Market 

Place and visits to producers including a goat farm 

and vineyard. 

EAT! FOOD FESTIVAL HENLEY (H3) 

Henley on Thames, June • eatfoodfest.co.uk 

A fortnight of feasting, with a line-up of events 

that includes tastings, chef demonstrations, film 

screenings and the finale Riverside Fiesta with 

street food and a floating gin bar. 

EAT READING (H4) 
Broad St and Market Place, Reading, June 

livingreading.co.uk 
Two-day festival showcasing Reading’s best foodie 

businesses, featuring live cookery demonstrations, 

street food tastings, cocktail mixology and a pop-

up street café. 

GREAT BRITISH FOOD FESTIVAL 

Englefield, Reading (H4), June and  

Westonbirt House (C3), August  
greatbritishfoodfestival.com 

This touring festival brings artisan producers and 

street food vendors together over two or three 

days and includes plenty of child-friendly activities. 

HUNGERFORD FOOD FESTIVAL (F4) 

Hungerford Town Hall and High St, October 

hungerfordfoodfestival.com 

Full-day event featuring street food stalls, talks 

and live cooking demos. Sustainability is a key 

theme. 

PUB IN THE PARK (BATH B4 / MARLOW J3) 

Marlow, May and Royal Victoria Park, Bath, 

June • pubintheparkuk.com 

Celebrity chef Tom Kerridge combines tastings, 

chef demonstrations, masterclasses and music 

from top live acts in his ‘ultimate pub garden’ over 

three lively days.

THE SURREY FOOD FESTIVAL (L3) 

Old Deer Park, Richmond, April 

surreyfoodfestival.com 
A weekend of foodie fun, with talks, tastings and 

demos in the marquee and an extensive line-up 

of food and drink stalls, plus live music and a kids’ 

zone. 

TASTE OF CORSHAM (C4) 

Corsham, June • corsham.gov.uk 

Full-day celebration of Corsham’s local food 

producers, with food and drink stalls lining the 

High Street, live music and a silent disco.

If you can, time your visit for one of the food and 

drink-focused events along the Great West Way. 

Some of the bigger ones include the Great Bath 

Feast, Bristol Food Connections, Longleat Food and 

Music Festival and the Great British Food Festival. 

There are also hundreds of smaller events, alongside 

weekly produce and street food markets in market 

towns throughout the touring route. You might even 

stumble upon Chippenham’s Pancake Races! 

BRADFORD ON AVON FOOD FESTIVAL (C4) 

Victory Field, Bradford on Avon, 30 May 

scrumptiousfoodfestivals.co.uk 

One-day event featuring food stalls from local artisan 

producers, cookery demonstrations by professional 

chefs and a children’s activity area. 

BRISTOL FOOD CONNECTIONS (A4) 

Bristol, June • bristolfoodconnections.com 

A citywide line-up of events over almost two weeks, 

including talks on food and health, lunchtime boat 

trips and cooking demonstrations. 

THE COFFEE HOUSE PROJECT (A4) 

The Passenger Shed, Bristol, September 

thecoffeehouseproject.co.uk 

Bristol’s first coffee festival celebrates local, artisan 

roasters and independent food and drink retailers over 

two days. 

DEVIZES BEER FESTIVAL (D4) 

The Wharf, Devizes, July • camra.org.uk 

Long-running one-day beer festival with more than 

100 real ales and ciders served up canalside. Live 

music too. 

FOOD ON THE MOVE
Enjoy dining while travelling the route by train 

with our Great West Way Discoverer pass. 

Great Western Railway serve delicious produce 

from their at-seat trolley service, from classic 

snacks and sweet treats, to tasty sandwiches 

and wraps. Plus, a great range of soft drinks, 

beers, and wines to accompany your journey.

FABULOUS FOOD & 
DRINK FESTIVALS

TEA ROOMS & CAFÉS

BEER & BREWERIES 

WADWORTH EAT, 
DRINK AND STAY 
ON THE GREAT 
WEST WAY

BRISTOL

THE NEWBURY 
137 BARTHOLOMEW ST, NEWBURY RG14 

5HB, 01635 49000 • thenewburypub.co.uk 

The Newbury offers an exciting British à la carte 

menu and fantastic atmosphere. It is also the 

home of 137 Gin, where multi-award winning 

Lumber’s Bartholomew Gin is distilled.

Landlord Pete’s vision is at the heart of The 

Newbury and 137, from the distinctive branding 

to the stunning décor.

LONGLEAT FOOD & MUSIC FESTIVAL (C5) 

Longleat, Warminster 4 and 5 July 

longleat.co.uk 
Join Longleat on the 4th and 5th July 2020 for a 

harmonious festival sure to tantalise your taste 

buds. You’ll enjoy diverse food and drink stalls, 

demonstrations by celebrity chefs, plus live music 

from an array of artists taking to the stage with 

Longleat House as the backdrop; each day’s line-up 

will be announced closer to the event.

AEROSPACE BRISTOL CAFÉ  (B3) 

Hayes Way, Patchway, Bristol, BS34 5BZ  

aerospacebristol.org/cafe  

Refuel in the café whilst on a visit to Aerospace  

Bristol. This light and airy café serves a delicious  

range of light meals, snacks and drinks. Produce is 

locally sourced where possible.

THE BRIDGE TEA ROOMS (C4) 

thebridgetearooms.co.uk

GARDEN CAFÉ AT THE HOLBURNE MUSEUM (C4)  

holburne.org

HONEYSTREET BOATS AND CAFÉ (E4)

honeystreetmillcafe.co.uk

SPRING’S CAFÉ AND RESTAURANT (B4) 

Thermae Bath Spa, Bath, BA1 1SJ 

01225 331234 • thermaebathspa.com 

Whilst enjoying a relaxing Spa, be sure to add extra  

time to your spa session so you can enjoy afternoon  

tea or a tasty meal at your leisure.

THE TUTTI POLE (F4) 
thetuttipole.co.uk

WESTONBIRT, THE NATIONAL ARBORETUM (C3) 

Westonbirt, Tetbury, Gloucestershire, GL8 8QS  

0300 067 4890 • Forestryengland.uk/Westonbirt 

The Westonbirt Restaurant offers tasty, freshly  

prepared hot and cold refreshments. Food is  

prepared and cooked onsite, whilst the fresh bread  

is from Hobbs House Bakery and made using local 

Shipton Mill flour from nearby Long Newnton.

WINDSOR CASTLE UNDERCROFT CAFÉ – 

OPENING 2020 (K3) 
rct.uk/visit/windsor-castle  

Royal Collection Trust is investing in a series of  

projects at Windsor Castle that will transform the 

experience of visiting this royal residence. Work is 

underway to evolve the medieval Undercroft into  

the Castle’s first permanent café. One of the few 

remaining parts of Edward III’s major renovations in  

the 1360s, the Undercroft is among the oldest  

surviving parts of the Castle and during the 14th  

century served as the principal cellar and larder. 

BREWERIES
THE BATH BREW HOUSE (B4) 

thebathbrewhouse.com 

 
WADWORTH BREWERY (D4) 

Northgate Brewery, Devizes SN10 1JW,  

01380 723361 • wadworth.co.uk 

Stately red-brick brewery in Devizes town centre, 

producing a range of real ales including the widely 

distributed 6X. Call in to the Harness Room Bar 

for a taste and don’t leave without checking out 

the Brewseum. 

 
WEST BERKSHIRE BREWERY (G3) 

The Old Dairy, Frilsham Farm, Yattendon RG18 

0XT, 01635 767090 • wbbrew.com 

A menu of homemade pizzas, burgers and salads 

soak up the beers in the Taproom of this modern 

brewhouse. You’ll have views into the brewery on 

one side and out over the Berkshire countryside 

on the other.

BARS AND PUBS SERVING  

REAL ALES

HELEN BROWNING’S ROYAL OAK (E3)  

helenbrowningsorganic.co.uk/royal-oak/

THE NEWBURY (G4) 
 thenewburypub.co.uk

THE PRINCE STREET SOCIAL (B4) 

princestreetsocial.com

QUEENS ARMS, EAST GARSTON (F4) 

queensarmseastgarston.co.uk

THE ROYAL OAK YATTENDON (G3) 

royaloakyattendon.co.uk

THE ROYAL WINDSOR PUB (K3) 

theroyalwindsor.co.uk

THE SWAN BRADFORD ON AVON (C4) 

theswanbradford.co.uk

THREE TUNS FREEHOUSE (F4) 

tunsfreehouse.com

THE WHITE HORSE INN (D4) 

whitehorse-comptonbassett.co.uk

ABBEY HOTEL (B4) 
abbeyhotelbath.co.uk 

APEX HOTEL (B4) 
apexhotels.co.uk

BAILBROOK HOUSE HOTEL (B4) 

handpickedhotels.co.uk/bailbrookhouse

BOWOOD HOTEL, SPA & GOLF RESORT (D4) 

Calne, Wiltshire SN11 9PQ 01249 822228  

bowood.org/bowood-hotel-resort  

Finger sandwiches, scones and colourful cakes 

served in the Shelburne Restaurant, Bar and 

Library. Fire in winter.

CRICKLADE HOUSE HOTEL (E2) 

crickladehotel.co.uk

THE BRIDGE TEA ROOMS (C4) 

thebridgetearooms.co.uk 

NO 15 GREAT PULTENEY (B4) 

no15greatpulteney.co.uk 

THE PUMP ROOM RESTAURANT (B4) 

Roman Baths, Bath BA1 1LZ 01225 444477  

romanbaths.co.uk/pump-room-restaurant 

An elegant space at the Roman Baths where a 

range of teas is served, from the smaller cream tea 

to the full tiered stand of treats. 

THE ROSEATE (H4) 
roseatehotels.com/reading/theroseate

ROSEATE HOUSE (L3) 
roseatehotels.com/london/roseatehouse 

THE ROSEATE VILLA BATH (B4) 

roseatehotels.com/bath/theroseatevilla 

THE ROYAL CRESCENT HOTEL & SPA (B4) 

16 Royal Crescent, Bath BA1 2LS  

01225 823333 • royalcrescent.co.uk  

Take a seat in the Dower House Restaurant or 

the hotel’s gardens for a classic tea or the more 

savoury Royal Crescent Afternoon Tea. Children’s 

tea also available.

WHATLEY MANOR HOTEL & SPA (C3) 

Easton Grey, Malmesbury SN16 0RB 

01666 822888 • whatleymanor.com  

Traditional afternoon tea can be taken in the 

Garden Room, Drawing Room or Reception Hall, or 

on one of the hotel’s terraces.

WOOLLEY GRANGE HOTEL (C4) 

woolleygrangehotel.co.uk

NATIONAL TRUST SEASONAL EATING, 

DRINKING AND SHOPPING 

Did you know that 187 of National Trust’s cafés, 

restaurants and tea-rooms have received the 

Food for Life Served Here Award? The award 

recognises that they serve fresh, local food that 

is ethically and sustainable produced. There 

are seven National Trust places you can find on 

the Great West Way and eight more which are 

within easy reach of it, so if you’re looking for an 

afternoon tea, a picnic or a food hamper to take 

back there should be something to tempt your 

tastebuds.

AVEBURY, MARLBOROUGH (E4) 

The New Circles Restaurant 

Avebury Manor Tearoom 
Coach House Café

DYRHAM PARK, GLOUCESTERSHIRE (B3) 

The Tea-room and Tea Garden

PRIOR PARK, BATH (C4) 

The Tea Shed

TYNTESFIELD, BRISTOL (A4) 

Cow Barn Restaurant 

Kennet and Avon Canal Trust work in partnership 

with cafés along the canal at Bradford on Avon, 

Devizes, Crofton Beam Engines and Newbury, 

so you can be sure of some tasty refreshments 

whenever you visit. For more information on their 

cafés see katrust.org.uk/attractions

ALDERMASTON TEA ROOMS (H4) 

katrust.org.uk/attractions

CANAL TRUST CAFÉ (C4) 

canaltrustcafe.co.uk

DEVIZES WHARF TEA ROOM (D4) 

katrust.org.uk/attractions

THE ENGINEMAN’S REST CAFÉ (E4) 

croftonbeamengines.org/cafe/

TEASHOP BY THE CANAL (G4) 

teashopbythecanal.co.uk

Or take a look at these welcoming spots perfect 

to stop and plan the next part of your Great 

West Way journey while enjoying a cake and a 

nice cup of tea.

Beer has been brewed in England for thousands 

of years – a fermented mixture of water, hops, 

malt and yeast. Although beer itself wasn’t 

invented here, the English have developed their 

own unique style which is quite unlike what 

you’ll find in other countries.

This is called ‘real ale’, a name first coined in the 

1970s by CAMRA (the Campaign for Real Ale) 

to describe traditional draught cask beers that 

contain live yeast. Real ale is a living product, 

the yeast continuing to ferment until the beer is 

served – generally from a traditional hand-pull 

pump mounted on the bar. This gives real ale 

bags of flavour and a natural light carbonation 

that is very different from the more ubiquitous 

lagers and highly carbonated beers produced by 

the large international brewers. 

You’ll find real ale in almost all pubs along 

the Great West Way. It comes in numerous 

varieties including IPA (India Pale Ale), bitter, 

mild, stout, porter and golden. Flavours can 

vary significantly within varieties, so don’t be 

afraid to request a taste first – and always ask 

for what’s local. 

These are some of the best places to drink real 

ale along the Great West Way. 

BEAR, DEVIZES  (D4) 
thebearhoteldevizes.co.uk 

BIRD IN HAND, KNOWL HILL (J3) 

birdinhand.co.uk

BLACK SWAN, DEVIZES  (D4)

blackswandevizes.co.uk 

CROWN, TOLLDOWN  (B3)

thecrowntolldown.co.uk

GEORGE INN, NORTON ST PHILIP (C5) 

georgeinnnsp.co.uk

visitbristol.co.uk/beer   
Bristol is one of the UK’s leading craft beer 

destinations and is brimming with brilliant 

breweries – there are more than 20 in the 

city and surrounding countryside. Quench 

your thirst in tap rooms, fantastic beer 

shops and traditional pubs, or follow the 

lead of the local tour guides at Bristol 

Brewery Tours or Bristol Hoppers. 

Join one of the Great West Way’s best food 

experiences to really get to grips with the local 

cuisine. There are plenty of places to try homegrown 

tipples. Beer, wine and gin are all made along the 

Great West Way. You can take a brewery, vineyard or 

distillery tour, try a hands-on foodie experience like a 

cookery school, or take a city food tour. 

AROUND AND ABOUT BATH (B4) 

aroundandaboutbath.com 

BOMBAY SAPPHIRE DISTILLERY (G5) 

distillery.bombaysapphire.com  

BRISTOL PACKET BOAT TRIPS (A4) 

bristolpacket.co.uk

FRENCH BROTHERS (K3) 

frenchbrothers.co.uk

HOBBS OF HENLEY (H3) 

hobbsofhenley.com

LIDO BRISTOL (A4) 
lidobristol.com

The chalk soils and temperate climate of the south 

are pretty perfect for crisp, white, bubbly varieties, 

and English wines are winning international awards. 

Take a vineyard tour with one of the wine producers 

on the Great West Way. 

DINING RESTAURANTS
You’ll find many of the restaurants along the 

Great West Way are dining rooms within our 

Ambassador hotels, many of which source their 

ingredients from small local producers. You’ll also 

find several celebrity chefs including Rick Stein, 

Pierre Koffmann and Marco Pierre White. There’s 

also plenty of different cuisines to tempt you.  

BEAU’S BAR AND RESTAURANT AT 

DONNINGTON GROVE HOTEL &  

COUNTRY CLUB (G4) 
donnington-grove.com 

THE BRASSERIE AT SIR CHRISTOPHER 

WREN HOTEL (K3)  
sirchristopherwren.co.uk

CEDAR AT THE LANGLEY (K3) 

thelangley.com

CLAYTON’S KITCHEN (B4) 

claytonskitchen.com

CLOISTERS RESTAURANT,  

BAILBROOK HOUSE HOTEL (C4) 

handpickedhotels.co.uk

DAN MOON AT THE GAINSBOROUGH 

RESTAURANT (B4)  
thegainsboroughbathspa.co.uk

THE DISPENSARY, NO 15 GREAT  

PULTENEY (B4) 
no15greatpulteney.co.uk

THE DOWER HOUSE RESTAURANT, THE 

ROYAL CRESCENT HOTEL & SPA (B4) 

16 Royal Crescent, Bath BA1 2LS,  

01225 823333, royalcrescent.co.uk 

This formal but friendly restaurant serves both 

tasting menus (one is vegetarian) and á la carte 

dishes, with a focus on seasonal British cuisine. 

The dining room overlooks the hotel’s gardens, 

where you can dine al fresco in summer.

GUYERS HOUSE HOTEL  

& RESTAURANT (C4) 
guyershouse.com

THE HARROW AT LITTLE BEDWYN (F4) 

theharrowatlittlebedwyn.com

HEYWORTH RESTAURANT, HENLEY 

GREENLAND’S HOTEL (H3) 

hospitalityuor.co.uk

If its award-winning you’re looking for then you’re 

in for a treat. There are numerous celebrity chefs 

along the route and top-notch country pubs such as 

The Red Lion Freehouse. Listed are some of the best 

restaurants.   

RED LION FREEHOUSE (E5) 

East Chisenbury, Pewsey SN9 6AQ,  

01980 671124 • redlionfreehouse.com 

Thatched country pub with food so good it holds a 

Michelin star. There’s pub grub such as ham, egg and 

chips as well as the more refined main menu which 

changes daily and focuses on what’s in season. 

THE DINING ROOM, WHATLEY MANOR 

HOTEL & SPA (C3) 
Easton Grey, Malmesbury SN16 0RB, 

01666 822888 • whatleymanor.com 

A Michelin-starred tasting menu from the kitchen of 

executive chef Niall Keating is served in this friendly 

but formal dining room. There’s often charcuterie 

from the manor to start, followed by a creative line-

up of modern British dishes. 

Bristol Airport’s cafes, bars and restaurants 

stay open until the final flight of the day, 

so you can fuel up before you take off, with 

anything from a tasty snack to a sit down meal.

Our pick is Cabin Bar - premium bar with rooftop 

terrace. The Cabin, offers fine wine, craft beers 

and locally sourced food in a relaxing environment 

– and includes a stylish outdoor terrace with 

retractable roof.

SAVOURING BATH (B4) 
savouringbath.com

THAMES LIDO (H4) 
thameslido.com

THAMES RIVERCRUISE (H4) 

thamesrivercruise.co.uk

VAUGHAN’S KITCHEN (D4) 

vaughanskitchen.co.uk

WILTON WINDMILL (F4) 

wiltonwindmill.co.uk

A’BECKETT’S VINEYARD (D5) 

01380 816669 • abecketts.co.uk

ALDER RIDGE VINEYARD (F4) 

01488 686770 • alderridge.co.uk

ALDWICK ESTATE VINEYARD (A4) 

01934 864404 • aldwickestate.co.uk

KOFFMANN & MR WHITE’S ENGLISH AND 

FRENCH BRASSERIE (B4) 

mpwrestaurants.co.uk

THE MARCO PIERRE WHITE RESTAURANT 

AT THE CASTLE HOTEL (K3)  

castlehotelwindsor.com 

THE MONKEY ISLAND BRASSERIE AT THE 

MONKEY ISLAND ESTATE (J3) 

monkeyislandestate.co.uk

THE MOONRAKER HOTEL (C4) 

moonrakerhotel.com

 
THE OLD BELL HOTEL (C3) 

Malmesbury, SN16 0BW, 
01666 822344 • oldbellhotel.co.uk  

The Old Bell Hotel & Restaurant is reputed to 

be the oldest purpose-built hotel in England and 

Grade 1 listed. The Refectory and Bar uses fresh, 

local and seasonal produce accompanied by a 

wide selection of drinks. 

 
PLUM + SPILT MILK, GREAT NORTHERN 

HOTEL (M3) 
gnhlondon.com

RICK STEIN, MARLBOROUGH (E4) 

rickstein.com/eat-with-us/marlborough 

SHELBURNE RESTAURANT, BOWOOD 

HOTEL, SPA & GOLF RESORT (D4) 

Derry Hill, Calne SN11 9PQ, 01249 822228 

bowood.org/bowood-hotel-resort 

The classy restaurant at this luxury hotel has 

glorious views of the estate from its windows and 

hearty dishes such as guinea fowl and lamb loin on 

its menu. There’s also a full vegetarian and vegan 

menu and excellent traditional Sunday roasts. 

THE SWAN BRADFORD ON AVON (C4) 

theswanbradford.co.uk

WOOLLEY GRANGE HOTEL (C4) 

woolleygrangehotel.co.uk

THE FAT DUCK (J3) 
High St, Bray SL6 2AQ

THE HAND AND FLOWERS (J3) 

126 West St, Marlow SL7 2BP

AFTERNOON TEA
A proper English afternoon tea is far more than just 

a hot beverage. In fact, it can be a whole meal in 

itself, not to mention a thoroughly pleasant way to 

while away an afternoon. 

There is always tea, of course. Usually this is served 

by the pot and made from tea leaves, poured 

through a strainer into a bone china cup. A tiered 

cake stand is the most traditional way to serve the 

accompanying food: sandwiches, scones served with 

jam and cream, and cakes. Most people eat them 

in that order, but since many of the most upmarket 

places will keep replenishing each level, you could 

switch back and forth for hours. 

Afternoon tea was invented in England, in the 19th 

century when the fashion for having dinner later 

(around 8pm) took hold among the upper classes 

and made the gap between lunch and dinner too 

long to get through without a snack. 

By the late 19th century tea rooms had sprung up 

in all the most fashionable cities, including London 

and Bath, and quickly became one of the only 

respectable places for women to meet without a 

chaperone. They served afternoon tea, generally 

with a side order of juicy gossip.

Today, afternoon tea remains a quintessentially 

English meal, and is served by all the top hotels. 

These are the best places on the Great West Way to 

indulge in this tradition yourself.

FOOD & DRINK TOURS & TASTINGS  

ENGLISH WINE

CULINARY DELIGHTS 

IN MICHELIN STARRED 

RESTAURANTS
The Great West Way runs through some of 

England’s most fertile agricultural land, so it’s no 

surprise that you’ll find regular farmers’ markets 

along the route. Check out these markets for fresh 

local food and drink, direct from the producers. 

Bath Farmers’ Market Green Park Station,  

every Sat

Bristol Farmers’ Market St Nicholas Market, 

every Wed

Bristol Street Food Market St Nicholas Market, 

every Tue & Fri

Corsham Farmers’ Market 3rd Sat of month

Harbourside Street Food Market Broad Quay, 

Bristol, every Wed & Thur

Henley Farmers’ Market 2nd Sat, 4th Thur & 

5th Sun of month

Maidenhead Farmers’ Market 2nd Sun of month

Malmesbury Artisan and Farmers’ Market 

every Fri

Newbury Farmers’ Market 1st Sun of month

One of the greatest pleasures of a drive 

through the English countryside is stopping 

at a farm shop café for a cup of tea and some 

tasty local produce. You’ll happen upon them 

as you travel along the Great West Way. 

COBBS FARM SHOP & KITCHEN,  

HUNGERFORD (F4) 
Cobbs Farm, Bath Rd, Hungerford RG17 0SP,  

01488 686770 • cobbsfarmshops.co.uk 

This excellent farm shop sells produce from 

the surrounding farm. Expect asparagus and 

rhubarb in spring and soft fruits in summer, 

while autumn means squash and pumpkin. 

The café uses the same produce where possible 

and serves breakfasts and lunches including 

Wiltshire cured ham and homemade quiche. 

Down the road in Englefield, Reading you will 

find another Cobbs Farm Shop & Kitchen with 

a whole host of local produce. 

BUTTLE FARM (D4) 
buttlefarm.co.uk

CHOLDERTON CHARLIE’S FARM SHOP 

(E5) 
Choldertoncharliesfarm.com/farm-shop

COBBS FARM SHOP & KITCHEN,  

ENGLEFIELD (H4) 
cobbsfarmshops.co.uk

ROVES FARM SHOP  (E3) 

Rovesfarm.co.uk/farmshop

Richmond Duck Pond Markets every Sat & Sun

Swindon Farmers’ Market Swindon Designer 

Outlet, every Sun

Thames Valley Farmers’ Market Ascot, 3rd Sun 

of month; Newbury, 1st Sun of month; Reading 1st 

& 3rd Sat of month; Windsor, 1st Sat of month

Trowbridge Weaver’s Market 2nd Saturday of 

the month (not winter) 

Wiltshire Farmers’ Market Devizes, 1st Sat of 

month; Royal Wootton Bassett 4th Sat of month; 

Salisbury 1st & 3rd Wed of month

MARVELLOUS FOOD MARKETS

FARM SHOPS

THE LANGLEY (K3) 
thelangley.com 
Experience an authentic Afternoon Tea in the 

classic decor of the Drawing Room. Appointed 

with historic features, original artwork and 

contemporary furnishings, this is the perfect 

spot to view our landscaped gardens and lake 

while enjoying our contemporary afternoon tea.

ALDWICK ESTATE VINEYARD

COBBS FARM SHOP

THE NEWBURY

WINDSOR CASTLE UNDERCROFT CAFÉ

WHATLEY MANOR

BATH ARTISANS MARKET

WEST BERKSHIRE BREWERY

TASTE HERE.
GreatWestWay.co.uk/food-and-drink 

BRISTOL BEER FACTORY

MOOR BEER

To discover more, visit GreatWestWay.co.uk
WWW.WADWORTH.CO.UK 

EAT, DRINK & STAY WITH

ALONG THE GREAT WEST WAY
®

Enjoy great food from pub classics to a special treat

George Inn, Norton St Philip, Bath, Somerset

Meet our working shire horses

Bird in Hand, Knowl Hill, Reading, Berkshire

Try beers brewed with passion

Crown Inn, Tolldown, Dyrham, Somerset

Wadworth Brewery, Devizes, Wiltshire

Black Swan, Devizes, Wiltshire

Bear Hotel, Devizes, Wiltshire
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The Great West Way roams between London and 
Bristol, passing through some of England’s most 
idyllic countryside and weaving a pathway from 
ancient market town to quaint village, thatched pub 
to beamed tearoom.

This slice of quintessential England is home to some of the country’s best 

agricultural land, and with that comes excellent local produce, from fresh 

fruits and vegetables to fine wines. Farms rear animals and nurture crops, 

breweries experiment with craft beers, and kitchen gardens cultivate seasonal 

veggies. While pubs and restaurants select the best of it all for their menus, 

and family-run tea rooms whip up fresh cakes daily. 
All of this adds up to one very tasty journey along the Great West Way. From 

farm shops, international cuisine,  Michelin starred restaurants, tours, tastings,  

cookery schools and more take a look at our pick of the best places to visit.    START HERE.

Great places to savour along the Great West Way.

FOOD & DRINK

Great West Way and England’s Great West Way are registered trade marks. All rights reserved.

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH:

DEVIZES FOOD AND DRINK FESTIVAL (D4) 
Devizes, September-October devizesfoodanddrinkfestival.info Week-long celebration of local food and drink 

products, including a food market in the Market 
Place and visits to producers including a goat farm 
and vineyard. 
EAT! FOOD FESTIVAL HENLEY (H3) 
Henley on Thames, June • eatfoodfest.co.uk 
A fortnight of feasting, with a line-up of events 
that includes tastings, chef demonstrations, film 
screenings and the finale Riverside Fiesta with 
street food and a floating gin bar. EAT READING (H4) Broad St and Market Place, Reading, June 

livingreading.co.uk Two-day festival showcasing Reading’s best foodie 
businesses, featuring live cookery demonstrations, 
street food tastings, cocktail mixology and a pop-
up street café. 
GREAT BRITISH FOOD FESTIVAL Englefield, Reading (H4), June and  Westonbirt House (C3), August  greatbritishfoodfestival.com This touring festival brings artisan producers and 

street food vendors together over two or three 
days and includes plenty of child-friendly activities. HUNGERFORD FOOD FESTIVAL (F4) 

Hungerford Town Hall and High St, October 
hungerfordfoodfestival.com Full-day event featuring street food stalls, talks 

and live cooking demos. Sustainability is a key 
theme. 
PUB IN THE PARK (BATH B4 / MARLOW J3) 
Marlow, May and Royal Victoria Park, Bath, 
June • pubintheparkuk.com Celebrity chef Tom Kerridge combines tastings, 

chef demonstrations, masterclasses and music 
from top live acts in his ‘ultimate pub garden’ over 
three lively days.
THE SURREY FOOD FESTIVAL (L3) 
Old Deer Park, Richmond, April surreyfoodfestival.com A weekend of foodie fun, with talks, tastings and 

demos in the marquee and an extensive line-up 
of food and drink stalls, plus live music and a kids’ 
zone. 

TASTE OF CORSHAM (C4) Corsham, June • corsham.gov.uk Full-day celebration of Corsham’s local food 
producers, with food and drink stalls lining the 
High Street, live music and a silent disco.

If you can, time your visit for one of the food and 
drink-focused events along the Great West Way. 
Some of the bigger ones include the Great Bath 
Feast, Bristol Food Connections, Longleat Food and 
Music Festival and the Great British Food Festival. 
There are also hundreds of smaller events, alongside 
weekly produce and street food markets in market 
towns throughout the touring route. You might even 
stumble upon Chippenham’s Pancake Races! BRADFORD ON AVON FOOD FESTIVAL (C4) 

Victory Field, Bradford on Avon, 30 May 
scrumptiousfoodfestivals.co.uk One-day event featuring food stalls from local artisan 

producers, cookery demonstrations by professional 
chefs and a children’s activity area. BRISTOL FOOD CONNECTIONS (A4) 

Bristol, June • bristolfoodconnections.com 
A citywide line-up of events over almost two weeks, 
including talks on food and health, lunchtime boat 
trips and cooking demonstrations. THE COFFEE HOUSE PROJECT (A4) 

The Passenger Shed, Bristol, September 
thecoffeehouseproject.co.uk Bristol’s first coffee festival celebrates local, artisan 

roasters and independent food and drink retailers over 
two days. 
DEVIZES BEER FESTIVAL (D4) The Wharf, Devizes, July • camra.org.uk 

Long-running one-day beer festival with more than 
100 real ales and ciders served up canalside. Live 
music too. 

FOOD ON THE MOVEEnjoy dining while travelling the route by train 
with our Great West Way Discoverer pass. 
Great Western Railway serve delicious produce 
from their at-seat trolley service, from classic 
snacks and sweet treats, to tasty sandwiches 
and wraps. Plus, a great range of soft drinks, 
beers, and wines to accompany your journey.

FABULOUS FOOD & DRINK FESTIVALS

TEA ROOMS & CAFÉS

BEER & BREWERIES 

WADWORTH EAT, DRINK AND STAY ON THE GREAT WEST WAY

BRISTOL

THE NEWBURY 137 BARTHOLOMEW ST, NEWBURY RG14 
5HB, 01635 49000 • thenewburypub.co.uk 
The Newbury offers an exciting British à la carte 
menu and fantastic atmosphere. It is also the 
home of 137 Gin, where multi-award winning 
Lumber’s Bartholomew Gin is distilled.Landlord Pete’s vision is at the heart of The 

Newbury and 137, from the distinctive branding 
to the stunning décor.

LONGLEAT FOOD & MUSIC FESTIVAL (C5) 
Longleat, Warminster 4 and 5 July longleat.co.uk Join Longleat on the 4th and 5th July 2020 for a 

harmonious festival sure to tantalise your taste 
buds. You’ll enjoy diverse food and drink stalls, 
demonstrations by celebrity chefs, plus live music 
from an array of artists taking to the stage with 
Longleat House as the backdrop; each day’s line-up 
will be announced closer to the event.

AEROSPACE BRISTOL CAFÉ  (B3) Hayes Way, Patchway, Bristol, BS34 5BZ  
aerospacebristol.org/cafe  Refuel in the café whilst on a visit to Aerospace  

Bristol. This light and airy café serves a delicious  
range of light meals, snacks and drinks. Produce is 
locally sourced where possible.

THE BRIDGE TEA ROOMS (C4) thebridgetearooms.co.ukGARDEN CAFÉ AT THE HOLBURNE MUSEUM (C4)  

holburne.org
HONEYSTREET BOATS AND CAFÉ (E4)
honeystreetmillcafe.co.uk

SPRING’S CAFÉ AND RESTAURANT (B4) 
Thermae Bath Spa, Bath, BA1 1SJ 01225 331234 • thermaebathspa.com 

Whilst enjoying a relaxing Spa, be sure to add extra  
time to your spa session so you can enjoy afternoon  
tea or a tasty meal at your leisure.THE TUTTI POLE (F4) thetuttipole.co.uk

WESTONBIRT, THE NATIONAL ARBORETUM (C3) 

Westonbirt, Tetbury, Gloucestershire, GL8 8QS  
0300 067 4890 • Forestryengland.uk/Westonbirt 
The Westonbirt Restaurant offers tasty, freshly  
prepared hot and cold refreshments. Food is  
prepared and cooked onsite, whilst the fresh bread  
is from Hobbs House Bakery and made using local 
Shipton Mill flour from nearby Long Newnton.WINDSOR CASTLE UNDERCROFT CAFÉ – 

OPENING 2020 (K3) rct.uk/visit/windsor-castle  Royal Collection Trust is investing in a series of  
projects at Windsor Castle that will transform the 
experience of visiting this royal residence. Work is 
underway to evolve the medieval Undercroft into  
the Castle’s first permanent café. One of the few 
remaining parts of Edward III’s major renovations in  
the 1360s, the Undercroft is among the oldest  
surviving parts of the Castle and during the 14th  
century served as the principal cellar and larder. 

BREWERIES
THE BATH BREW HOUSE (B4) thebathbrewhouse.com 

 
WADWORTH BREWERY (D4) Northgate Brewery, Devizes SN10 1JW,  

01380 723361 • wadworth.co.uk Stately red-brick brewery in Devizes town centre, 
producing a range of real ales including the widely 
distributed 6X. Call in to the Harness Room Bar 
for a taste and don’t leave without checking out 
the Brewseum. 
 
WEST BERKSHIRE BREWERY (G3) The Old Dairy, Frilsham Farm, Yattendon RG18 

0XT, 01635 767090 • wbbrew.com A menu of homemade pizzas, burgers and salads 
soak up the beers in the Taproom of this modern 
brewhouse. You’ll have views into the brewery on 
one side and out over the Berkshire countryside 
on the other.

BARS AND PUBS SERVING  REAL ALES
HELEN BROWNING’S ROYAL OAK (E3)  
helenbrowningsorganic.co.uk/royal-oak/THE NEWBURY (G4)  thenewburypub.co.uk

THE PRINCE STREET SOCIAL (B4) princestreetsocial.com
QUEENS ARMS, EAST GARSTON (F4) 
queensarmseastgarston.co.uk

THE ROYAL OAK YATTENDON (G3) 
royaloakyattendon.co.uk

THE ROYAL WINDSOR PUB (K3) theroyalwindsor.co.uk
THE SWAN BRADFORD ON AVON (C4) 
theswanbradford.co.uk

THREE TUNS FREEHOUSE (F4) tunsfreehouse.com
THE WHITE HORSE INN (D4) whitehorse-comptonbassett.co.ukABBEY HOTEL (B4) abbeyhotelbath.co.uk 

APEX HOTEL (B4) apexhotels.co.uk
BAILBROOK HOUSE HOTEL (B4) handpickedhotels.co.uk/bailbrookhouseBOWOOD HOTEL, SPA & GOLF RESORT (D4) 

Calne, Wiltshire SN11 9PQ 01249 822228  
bowood.org/bowood-hotel-resort  Finger sandwiches, scones and colourful cakes 

served in the Shelburne Restaurant, Bar and 
Library. Fire in winter.

CRICKLADE HOUSE HOTEL (E2) crickladehotel.co.uk
THE BRIDGE TEA ROOMS (C4) thebridgetearooms.co.uk NO 15 GREAT PULTENEY (B4) no15greatpulteney.co.uk 

THE PUMP ROOM RESTAURANT (B4) 
Roman Baths, Bath BA1 1LZ 01225 444477  
romanbaths.co.uk/pump-room-restaurant 
An elegant space at the Roman Baths where a 
range of teas is served, from the smaller cream tea 
to the full tiered stand of treats. 

THE ROSEATE (H4) roseatehotels.com/reading/theroseateROSEATE HOUSE (L3) roseatehotels.com/london/roseatehouse THE ROSEATE VILLA BATH (B4) roseatehotels.com/bath/theroseatevilla THE ROYAL CRESCENT HOTEL & SPA (B4) 
16 Royal Crescent, Bath BA1 2LS  01225 823333 • royalcrescent.co.uk  

Take a seat in the Dower House Restaurant or 
the hotel’s gardens for a classic tea or the more 
savoury Royal Crescent Afternoon Tea. Children’s 
tea also available.

WHATLEY MANOR HOTEL & SPA (C3) 
Easton Grey, Malmesbury SN16 0RB 
01666 822888 • whatleymanor.com  
Traditional afternoon tea can be taken in the 
Garden Room, Drawing Room or Reception Hall, or 
on one of the hotel’s terraces.

WOOLLEY GRANGE HOTEL (C4) woolleygrangehotel.co.uk

NATIONAL TRUST SEASONAL EATING, 
DRINKING AND SHOPPING Did you know that 187 of National Trust’s cafés, 

restaurants and tea-rooms have received the 
Food for Life Served Here Award? The award 
recognises that they serve fresh, local food that 
is ethically and sustainable produced. There 
are seven National Trust places you can find on 
the Great West Way and eight more which are 
within easy reach of it, so if you’re looking for an 
afternoon tea, a picnic or a food hamper to take 
back there should be something to tempt your 
tastebuds.

AVEBURY, MARLBOROUGH (E4) The New Circles Restaurant Avebury Manor Tearoom Coach House Café
DYRHAM PARK, GLOUCESTERSHIRE (B3) 
The Tea-room and Tea GardenPRIOR PARK, BATH (C4) The Tea Shed

TYNTESFIELD, BRISTOL (A4) Cow Barn Restaurant 

Kennet and Avon Canal Trust work in partnership 
with cafés along the canal at Bradford on Avon, 
Devizes, Crofton Beam Engines and Newbury, 
so you can be sure of some tasty refreshments 
whenever you visit. For more information on their 
cafés see katrust.org.uk/attractionsALDERMASTON TEA ROOMS (H4) 

katrust.org.uk/attractionsCANAL TRUST CAFÉ (C4) canaltrustcafe.co.uk
DEVIZES WHARF TEA ROOM (D4) katrust.org.uk/attractionsTHE ENGINEMAN’S REST CAFÉ (E4) 

croftonbeamengines.org/cafe/TEASHOP BY THE CANAL (G4) teashopbythecanal.co.uk
Or take a look at these welcoming spots perfect 
to stop and plan the next part of your Great 
West Way journey while enjoying a cake and a 
nice cup of tea.

Beer has been brewed in England for thousands 
of years – a fermented mixture of water, hops, 
malt and yeast. Although beer itself wasn’t 
invented here, the English have developed their 
own unique style which is quite unlike what 
you’ll find in other countries.This is called ‘real ale’, a name first coined in the 

1970s by CAMRA (the Campaign for Real Ale) 
to describe traditional draught cask beers that 
contain live yeast. Real ale is a living product, 
the yeast continuing to ferment until the beer is 
served – generally from a traditional hand-pull 
pump mounted on the bar. This gives real ale 
bags of flavour and a natural light carbonation 
that is very different from the more ubiquitous 
lagers and highly carbonated beers produced by 
the large international brewers. You’ll find real ale in almost all pubs along 

the Great West Way. It comes in numerous 
varieties including IPA (India Pale Ale), bitter, 
mild, stout, porter and golden. Flavours can 
vary significantly within varieties, so don’t be 
afraid to request a taste first – and always ask 
for what’s local. 
These are some of the best places to drink real 
ale along the Great West Way. 

BEAR, DEVIZES  (D4) thebearhoteldevizes.co.uk 
BIRD IN HAND, KNOWL HILL (J3) birdinhand.co.uk

BLACK SWAN, DEVIZES  (D4)blackswandevizes.co.uk 
CROWN, TOLLDOWN  (B3)thecrowntolldown.co.uk

GEORGE INN, NORTON ST PHILIP (C5) 
georgeinnnsp.co.uk

visitbristol.co.uk/beer   Bristol is one of the UK’s leading craft beer 
destinations and is brimming with brilliant 
breweries – there are more than 20 in the 
city and surrounding countryside. Quench 
your thirst in tap rooms, fantastic beer 
shops and traditional pubs, or follow the 
lead of the local tour guides at Bristol Brewery Tours or Bristol Hoppers. 

Join one of the Great West Way’s best food 
experiences to really get to grips with the local 
cuisine. There are plenty of places to try homegrown 
tipples. Beer, wine and gin are all made along the 
Great West Way. You can take a brewery, vineyard or 
distillery tour, try a hands-on foodie experience like a 
cookery school, or take a city food tour. AROUND AND ABOUT BATH (B4) aroundandaboutbath.com BOMBAY SAPPHIRE DISTILLERY (G5) 

distillery.bombaysapphire.com  BRISTOL PACKET BOAT TRIPS (A4) 
bristolpacket.co.uk
FRENCH BROTHERS (K3) frenchbrothers.co.uk

HOBBS OF HENLEY (H3) hobbsofhenley.com
LIDO BRISTOL (A4) lidobristol.com

The chalk soils and temperate climate of the south 
are pretty perfect for crisp, white, bubbly varieties, 
and English wines are winning international awards. 
Take a vineyard tour with one of the wine producers 
on the Great West Way. 

DINING RESTAURANTSYou’ll find many of the restaurants along the 
Great West Way are dining rooms within our 
Ambassador hotels, many of which source their 
ingredients from small local producers. You’ll also 
find several celebrity chefs including Rick Stein, 
Pierre Koffmann and Marco Pierre White. There’s 
also plenty of different cuisines to tempt you.  BEAU’S BAR AND RESTAURANT AT 

DONNINGTON GROVE HOTEL &  COUNTRY CLUB (G4) donnington-grove.com 
THE BRASSERIE AT SIR CHRISTOPHER 
WREN HOTEL (K3)  sirchristopherwren.co.uk

CEDAR AT THE LANGLEY (K3) thelangley.com
CLAYTON’S KITCHEN (B4) claytonskitchen.com

CLOISTERS RESTAURANT,  BAILBROOK HOUSE HOTEL (C4) handpickedhotels.co.uk
DAN MOON AT THE GAINSBOROUGH 
RESTAURANT (B4)  thegainsboroughbathspa.co.ukTHE DISPENSARY, NO 15 GREAT  PULTENEY (B4) no15greatpulteney.co.uk

THE DOWER HOUSE RESTAURANT, THE 
ROYAL CRESCENT HOTEL & SPA (B4) 
16 Royal Crescent, Bath BA1 2LS,  01225 823333, royalcrescent.co.uk This formal but friendly restaurant serves both 

tasting menus (one is vegetarian) and á la carte 
dishes, with a focus on seasonal British cuisine. 
The dining room overlooks the hotel’s gardens, 
where you can dine al fresco in summer.

GUYERS HOUSE HOTEL  & RESTAURANT (C4) guyershouse.com
THE HARROW AT LITTLE BEDWYN (F4) 
theharrowatlittlebedwyn.comHEYWORTH RESTAURANT, HENLEY 

GREENLAND’S HOTEL (H3) hospitalityuor.co.uk

If its award-winning you’re looking for then you’re 
in for a treat. There are numerous celebrity chefs 
along the route and top-notch country pubs such as 
The Red Lion Freehouse. Listed are some of the best 
restaurants.   

RED LION FREEHOUSE (E5) East Chisenbury, Pewsey SN9 6AQ,  
01980 671124 • redlionfreehouse.com 
Thatched country pub with food so good it holds a 
Michelin star. There’s pub grub such as ham, egg and 
chips as well as the more refined main menu which 
changes daily and focuses on what’s in season. THE DINING ROOM, WHATLEY MANOR 

HOTEL & SPA (C3) Easton Grey, Malmesbury SN16 0RB, 
01666 822888 • whatleymanor.com 
A Michelin-starred tasting menu from the kitchen of 
executive chef Niall Keating is served in this friendly 
but formal dining room. There’s often charcuterie 
from the manor to start, followed by a creative line-
up of modern British dishes. 

Bristol Airport’s cafes, bars and restaurants 
stay open until the final flight of the day, 
so you can fuel up before you take off, with 
anything from a tasty snack to a sit down meal.Our pick is Cabin Bar - premium bar with rooftop 

terrace. The Cabin, offers fine wine, craft beers 
and locally sourced food in a relaxing environment 
– and includes a stylish outdoor terrace with 
retractable roof.

SAVOURING BATH (B4) savouringbath.com
THAMES LIDO (H4) thameslido.com

THAMES RIVERCRUISE (H4) thamesrivercruise.co.uk
VAUGHAN’S KITCHEN (D4) vaughanskitchen.co.uk

WILTON WINDMILL (F4) wiltonwindmill.co.uk

A’BECKETT’S VINEYARD (D5) 01380 816669 • abecketts.co.ukALDER RIDGE VINEYARD (F4) 01488 686770 • alderridge.co.ukALDWICK ESTATE VINEYARD (A4) 
01934 864404 • aldwickestate.co.uk

KOFFMANN & MR WHITE’S ENGLISH AND 
FRENCH BRASSERIE (B4) mpwrestaurants.co.uk

THE MARCO PIERRE WHITE RESTAURANT 
AT THE CASTLE HOTEL (K3)  castlehotelwindsor.com 

THE MONKEY ISLAND BRASSERIE AT THE 
MONKEY ISLAND ESTATE (J3) monkeyislandestate.co.ukTHE MOONRAKER HOTEL (C4) moonrakerhotel.com

 
THE OLD BELL HOTEL (C3) Malmesbury, SN16 0BW, 01666 822344 • oldbellhotel.co.uk  The Old Bell Hotel & Restaurant is reputed to 

be the oldest purpose-built hotel in England and 
Grade 1 listed. The Refectory and Bar uses fresh, 
local and seasonal produce accompanied by a 
wide selection of drinks. 
 
PLUM + SPILT MILK, GREAT NORTHERN 
HOTEL (M3) gnhlondon.com

RICK STEIN, MARLBOROUGH (E4) 
rickstein.com/eat-with-us/marlborough 

SHELBURNE RESTAURANT, BOWOOD 
HOTEL, SPA & GOLF RESORT (D4) 
Derry Hill, Calne SN11 9PQ, 01249 822228 
bowood.org/bowood-hotel-resort The classy restaurant at this luxury hotel has 

glorious views of the estate from its windows and 
hearty dishes such as guinea fowl and lamb loin on 
its menu. There’s also a full vegetarian and vegan 
menu and excellent traditional Sunday roasts. 

THE SWAN BRADFORD ON AVON (C4) 
theswanbradford.co.uk
WOOLLEY GRANGE HOTEL (C4) woolleygrangehotel.co.uk

THE FAT DUCK (J3) High St, Bray SL6 2AQ
THE HAND AND FLOWERS (J3) 126 West St, Marlow SL7 2BP

AFTERNOON TEAA proper English afternoon tea is far more than just 
a hot beverage. In fact, it can be a whole meal in 
itself, not to mention a thoroughly pleasant way to 
while away an afternoon. 
There is always tea, of course. Usually this is served 
by the pot and made from tea leaves, poured 
through a strainer into a bone china cup. A tiered 
cake stand is the most traditional way to serve the 
accompanying food: sandwiches, scones served with 
jam and cream, and cakes. Most people eat them 
in that order, but since many of the most upmarket 
places will keep replenishing each level, you could 
switch back and forth for hours. Afternoon tea was invented in England, in the 19th 

century when the fashion for having dinner later 
(around 8pm) took hold among the upper classes 
and made the gap between lunch and dinner too 
long to get through without a snack. By the late 19th century tea rooms had sprung up 

in all the most fashionable cities, including London 
and Bath, and quickly became one of the only 
respectable places for women to meet without a 
chaperone. They served afternoon tea, generally 
with a side order of juicy gossip.Today, afternoon tea remains a quintessentially 

English meal, and is served by all the top hotels. 
These are the best places on the Great West Way to 
indulge in this tradition yourself.

FOOD & DRINK TOURS & TASTINGS  

ENGLISH WINE

CULINARY DELIGHTS IN MICHELIN STARRED RESTAURANTS

The Great West Way runs through some of 
England’s most fertile agricultural land, so it’s no 
surprise that you’ll find regular farmers’ markets 
along the route. Check out these markets for fresh 
local food and drink, direct from the producers. Bath Farmers’ Market Green Park Station,  

every Sat
Bristol Farmers’ Market St Nicholas Market, 
every Wed
Bristol Street Food Market St Nicholas Market, 
every Tue & Fri
Corsham Farmers’ Market 3rd Sat of monthHarbourside Street Food Market Broad Quay, 

Bristol, every Wed & ThurHenley Farmers’ Market 2nd Sat, 4th Thur & 
5th Sun of month
Maidenhead Farmers’ Market 2nd Sun of monthMalmesbury Artisan and Farmers’ Market 

every Fri
Newbury Farmers’ Market 1st Sun of month

One of the greatest pleasures of a drive 
through the English countryside is stopping 
at a farm shop café for a cup of tea and some 
tasty local produce. You’ll happen upon them 
as you travel along the Great West Way. 

COBBS FARM SHOP & KITCHEN,  HUNGERFORD (F4) Cobbs Farm, Bath Rd, Hungerford RG17 0SP,  
01488 686770 • cobbsfarmshops.co.uk 
This excellent farm shop sells produce from 
the surrounding farm. Expect asparagus and 
rhubarb in spring and soft fruits in summer, 
while autumn means squash and pumpkin. 
The café uses the same produce where possible 
and serves breakfasts and lunches including 
Wiltshire cured ham and homemade quiche. 
Down the road in Englefield, Reading you will 
find another Cobbs Farm Shop & Kitchen with 
a whole host of local produce. 

BUTTLE FARM (D4) buttlefarm.co.uk
CHOLDERTON CHARLIE’S FARM SHOP 
(E5) 
Choldertoncharliesfarm.com/farm-shop

COBBS FARM SHOP & KITCHEN,  ENGLEFIELD (H4) cobbsfarmshops.co.uk
ROVES FARM SHOP  (E3) Rovesfarm.co.uk/farmshop

Richmond Duck Pond Markets every Sat & SunSwindon Farmers’ Market Swindon Designer 
Outlet, every Sun
Thames Valley Farmers’ Market Ascot, 3rd Sun 
of month; Newbury, 1st Sun of month; Reading 1st 
& 3rd Sat of month; Windsor, 1st Sat of monthTrowbridge Weaver’s Market 2nd Saturday of 

the month (not winter) 
Wiltshire Farmers’ Market Devizes, 1st Sat of 
month; Royal Wootton Bassett 4th Sat of month; 
Salisbury 1st & 3rd Wed of month

MARVELLOUS FOOD MARKETS

FARM SHOPS

THE LANGLEY (K3) thelangley.com Experience an authentic Afternoon Tea in the 
classic decor of the Drawing Room. Appointed 
with historic features, original artwork and 
contemporary furnishings, this is the perfect 
spot to view our landscaped gardens and lake 
while enjoying our contemporary afternoon tea.

ALDWICK ESTATE VINEYARD

COBBS FARM SHOP

THE NEWBURY

WINDSOR CASTLE UNDERCROFT CAFÉ

WHATLEY MANOR

BATH ARTISANS MARKET

WEST BERKSHIRE BREWERY

TASTE HERE. GreatWestWay.co.uk/food-and-drink 

BRISTOL BEER FACTORY

MOOR BEER

To discover more, visit GreatWestWay.co.uk
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EAT, DRINK & STAY WITHALONG THE GREAT WEST WAY®

Enjoy great food from pub classics to a special treat

George Inn, Norton St Philip, Bath, Somerset

Meet our working shire horses

Bird in Hand, Knowl Hill, Reading, Berkshire

Try beers brewed with passion

Crown Inn, Tolldown, Dyrham, Somerset

Wadworth Brewery, Devizes, Wiltshire

Black Swan, Devizes, Wiltshire

Bear Hotel, Devizes, Wiltshire
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With so many great experiences  to savour 
along the Great West Way food lovers should 

download our Food & Drink map! 

VINEYARD TOURS AND TASTINGS
• ALDER RIDGE
Tours happen between June and September at this 8-acre vineyard 
specialising in sparkling wine, conveniently located at Cobbs Farm Shop, a 
food-lovers’ destination in its own right, on the Berkshire/Wiltshire border.
• A’BECKETT’S VINEYARD
 Tours (1 hour or 90 minutes) can be arranged for groups (minimum of 10 
people or the cost thereof). In addition to trying English sparkling wine, or 
cider or apple juice from the orchards, don’t miss the Penruddocke’s Red 
Pinot Noir, a bronze-medal winner in the Decanter World Wine Awards 2020. 
• ALDWICK ESTATE
Take a 90-minute tour from March to October in Somerset’s lush Yeo Valley. 
Try the award-winning Seyval Salute sparkling English wine, first released in 
2020: a ‘salute’ to the NHS key workers during COVID-19. There’s sumptuous 
accommodation on the estate if you imbibe extra enthusiastically. 

FUN FACTS • IT TAKES 36 PIECES OF 
FRUIT TO MAKE ONE GALLON OF 

APPLE CIDER.
• IN A YEAR WEST BERKSHIRE 

BREWERY BREW AN IMPRESSIVE 
2.6 MILLION PINTS.

• THERE HAS BEEN A MILL WHERE 
BOMBAY SAPPHIRE DISTILLERY IS 

SINCE AT LEAST AD903. 

FABULOUS FOOD & 
DRINK FESTIVALS
If you can, time your visit for one of 
the food and drink-focused events 
along the Great West Way.

Pictured left-
right:
Family fun 
at Pub in the 
Park; Vineyard 
at the Aldwick 
Estate, a 
sumptious 
afternoon tea 
at Whatley 
Manor 
Hotel & Spa, 
Malmesbury
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